Our Natural Wildlife Capital

Much of Rushcliffe’s biodiversity is supported by “islands” of relatively good wildlife habitat within a heavily managed environment (farming, housing and roads). For mobile species such as birds, large mammals and more adventurous insects this does not normally represent a major barrier. For other species (small mammals, insects and adaptable plant species) the presence of hedgerows, stream banks and road verges, if they are available, may act as natural corridors allowing movement between areas of suitable habitat, but often these connections are not available or suitable and therefore for a range of species, particularly ones that are more specialised in their habitat requirements, the “island” effect is very real. These “islands” represent an important component of Rushcliffe`s wildlife capital and much of it is identified via the SINC system.
The designation of a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) in Nottinghamshire is decided by the SINC Panel, containing representatives from various county organisations, after the area  has been assessed using strict criteria for a range of flora and fauna. So a site may become a SINC because of it`s diversity of plants, or because is supports populations of key species of amphibians, birds or invertebrates. A record of designated sites is maintained by the Biological Records Centre at Wollaton Hall and more information about SINC`s can be found on http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=1047 .

Within Rushcliffe there are 211 locations identified as SINCs covering 2014 hectares (ha`s) of land in Rushcliffe (including 675 ha`s woodland, 564 ha`s grassland and 464 ha`s of ponds and marsh) which is thought to be the best and/or most representative of the area. A variety of habitat is crucial in maintaining the areas bio-diversity as not only do different habitats support different species, but some species have varied habitat needs – so for example birds may nest in scrub, but feed in open grassland. It is also important for biodiversity to maintain variation within a broad habitat type - as for instances a pond will support a different range of flora and fauna to a gravel pit lake, likewise limey grassland will contain a different species mix to say neutral grassland.
Whilst most of Rushcliffe’s nature reserves are designated, the majority of SINC`s are NOT managed as nature reserves, but are privately owned. Designation is a means of identifying where a significant proportion of our “good” wildlife capital is. But it does not guarantee protection either from development (although it will be taken into account) or from adverse management (but will help in funding from Environmental stewardship schemes etc). It is possible to get some guidance and advice on how to sympathetically manage a SINC by contacting Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust’s Conservation Team on 0115 9588242 or E Mail Conservation@nottswt.co.uk. 
For more information about Rushcliffe’s nature reserves visit www.southnottswildlife.org
