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he Rushcliffe Nature Conservation Strategy Implementation Group has been in existence now for some two years now, so what has been happening? Firstly we have a fifteen strong committee representing various strands of nature conservation in Rushcliffe from public authorities, farming advisors and county pressure groups such as the Trust and CPRE, to people from local reserves, the Barn Owl Project and other special interest groups.

Now that’s all very well, but where has it actually got us? Well, it has funded the production of a wildlife gardening leaflet and is now also funding additional Wildlife Trust activity in Rushcliffe and providing grants for pond creation and to support local conservation activity. We are still working to get Gotham Pastures SSSI managed as a nature reserve and the management of a number of other sites is also being looked at (Sharphill Wood, The Hook at Ladybay, Green Line). The group is looking at producing a leaflet to promote a greater understanding of urban wildlife, which will complement the wildlife gardening initiative and are also intending to produce a Wildlife Education and Training Programme to promote the variety of opportunities available to people in Rushcliffe to learn more about wildlife and conservation both from a practical and a leisure interest perspective.

Members of the group were also involved in Rushcliffe Farming and Wildlife event. It also seems that a long mooted Grantham Canal environment Working Group may actually be getting set up. Obviously the future of such a key wildlife resource is of great interest and at least two of the organisations on the Strategy Group will be represented.

The Bingham to Melton Wildlife Corridor Project is looking at promoting wildlife friendly management on and adjacent to the old railway line. This is in co-operation with Melton Borough Council and Loughborough County Council. The project took a big step forward with an offer from an ex market researcher to approach farmers and landowners along the line and sound them out with regard to their interest in looking at things like Environmental Stewardship on surrounding land and positive habitat management along remaining bits of the trackbed. In addition we will be looking at links to nearby designated wildlife sites and reserves, as well looking to see if anything can be done to enhance their condition.

These things all take time and another long term project is to put together a funding bids for a) Community & Wildlife emphasising the more community based aspects of conservation activity and b) Rural Wildlife which will look at funding. The thinking is that each bid will form a base from which we can tailor applications to specific funders interests, but starting from the standpoint of what we want to achieve rather than what money happens to be available.

So there is a greater degree of cross-organisational co-operation than 3-4 years ago, and there are significant pieces of work in progress or on the drawing board. Can we do it? Well I do hope so otherwise I have wasted several years of meetings, drafting and cajoling! Watch this space.

For more information on the Rushcliffe NCS, please contact Gordon Dyne on 0115 984 3934.

