9) NATURE CONSERVATION AIMS AND OBJECTIVES XE "9) NATURE CONSERVATION AIMS AND OBJECTIVES" 
STRATEGIC AIM: To protect and enhance Rushcliffe’s wildlife resources, thereby contributing towards local and national Biodiversity Action Plan targets, provide ready access to wildlife rich green spaces, with a particular emphasis on species rich grassland and marsh habitats, and BAP species identified in 4.2.

OBJECTIVES:   

1) Promote the management of nature reserves to a high standard, by:  

a) 
Seeking to ensure that all such sites (see Appendix 1) have a proper Management Plan to conserve the habitats and interest of the site and sufficient resources to deliver the required management tasks over the long term. (Partners: NWT, RBC, PCs, EA, BTCV)

b) 
Encouraging local community involvement with reserve management, wardening, work parties and survey work, with 100% of reserves with volunteer input by 2006. (Partners: NWT, RBC, NRCC, FoRCP, PCs, BTCV)

c) 
Promoting the recreational value of sites through a range of opportunities to visit and learn, with 50% of sites having an annual organised event or some form of trail guide. (Partners: NWT, RBC, FoRCP, PCs, EA)

2) Promote sympathetic land management for wildlife in countryside and urban areas, by: 

a) 
Promoting the protection and management of Rushcliffe's critical wildlife capital in order to reduce loss of habitat through damage or neglect by encouraging landowners to undertake optimal management practices. With a minimum of 75 SINCs and all SSSI’s visited and advised on by 2006. (Partners: NWT, FWAG, NFU, DEFRA, RuBOP, CLA, EN)

b) 
Encouraging farmers to develop sympathetic management practices and increase the take up of Agri-Environment Schemes, with double the number of agreements by 2006. (Partners: FWAG, NWT, NFU, DEFRA, RuBOP, RSFG, CLA). Target habitats are Hedgerows, Field Headlands, Ponds, Wetlands, Grassland and Woods.

c) 
Promoting the concept of sustainable development, supporting markets for the sale of local produce, waste minimisation, improved levels of waste recycling, energy efficiency and sustainable transport systems. (Partners: NFU, RBC, DEFRA, RA21, RREC, CLA)

d) 
Encouraging wildlife friendly management of corporate landscaping, public open space, school grounds and private gardens. With all relevant RBC sites with nature conservation policies by 2006 and 25% of schools with wildlife areas by 2006. (Partners: RBC, NCC, NWT, BW, EA + others)

e) 
Supporting programs to increase the numbers and range of barn owls, water vole and otter and other BAP species. (Partners: NWT, RuBOP, RBC, EA, BAG)

f) 
Promoting the development of Notified Road Verges where appropriate, with three more sites notified by 2003. (Partners: NCC, RBC, NWT)

g) 
Participate in the development of plans and management of the Grantham Canal corridor (BW, IWA, RBC, NCC, CPRE, NWT)

h) 
Promoting the use of local provenance planting (All)

3) Support a comprehensive audit of Rushcliffe’s wildlife interest, by: 

a) 
Supporting the work of the Nottinghamshire Biological and Geological Records Centre and the County Wildlife Sites survey and monitoring programme. (Partners: NBGRC, NWT, NCC, RBC) 

b) 
Supporting the various species survey programmes, as well as encouraging local initiatives to record wildlife. (Partners: NBGRC, NWT, RBC, specialist wildlife groups)              

4) Improving access to wildlife and the countryside, by: 

a) 
Working towards a long term aim of a minimum of 1 LNR per parish. Designate 8 new LNRs by 2010 with four by 2004. (Partners: RBC, PCs, EN)

b) 
Developing rights of way, where appropriate, to provide a sustainable access to the countryside and wildlife sites. Working to improve access for the disabled. (Partners: NCC, RBC, RCC, NWT)

5) Raise awareness of nature conservation issues, by: 

a) 
Exploiting opportunities to publicise nature conservation issues and promoting a range of conservation related activities around Rushcliffe. (Partners: NWT, RBC, RCC, RuBOP, NCC, BTCV, RA21, FoRCP, CLAW + others)

b) 
Extending wildlife education opportunities, by developing youth wildlife groups and enhancing wildlife education programmes in schools, colleges and Adult Education. Specifically seek to set up a Watch Group in Bingham or Radcliffe on Trent.  (Partners: NWT, RBC, RCC + others).

c) 
Commissioning an account of Rushcliffe’s wildlife to bring out the varied and distinctive character of the area's biodiversity. (Partners: RBC, NWT, NCC, EN)

d) 
Promoting continued contacts at all levels amongst groups and organisations associated with nature conservation. (Partners: RA21, CLAW, RBC, NWT and others) 

6) Control the impact of development on wildlife, by: 

a) 
Ensuring that the nature conservation and environmental policies in the Adopted Local Plan are taken into account when considering planning applications and development briefs. No designated sites (SSSIs, SINCs or LNRs) should be lost or materially damaged through development without full mitigation. (Partners: RBC, NCC, NWT, EN, CPRE)

b) 
Ensuring that nature conservation and wider countryside issues are considered during the development of the emerging Rushcliffe Local Plan and the County, Minerals and Structure Plans. (Partners: RBC, NCC, NWT, EN, CPRE)

c) 
Minimising loss of countryside to development through appropriate Local Plan policies and  looking to compensatory habitat creation schemes to compensate for lost countryside. (Partners: RBC, NCC, EN, NWT) 

d) 
Ensuring that opportunities are taken to benefit wildlife through the design of buildings and landscaping. (Partners: RBC, NCC, CPRE, CLA, NFU)

e) 
Using Hedgerow Regulations and Tree Preservation Orders to protect important features. (Partners: RBC, NCC, NWT, CPRE) 

f) 
Implementing policies to reduce levels of environmental pollution. (Partners: RBC, NCC, EA, CPRE)

g) 
Seeking to influence Regional, National and European decision making to promote wildlife friendly policies. (Partners: NCC, RBC, EN, NWT, CPRE, EA)

7) Target resources to reduce habitat fragmentation, by: 

a) 
Identifying areas suitable for a targeted approach, using the Wildlife Sites inventory and a revised Rushcliffe Green Corridor Network by the end of 2003 and identify potential sources of funding. (Partners: RNCSG)

b) 
Seeking opportunities to create additional nature reserves, extend existing reserves, reduce isolation of wildlife sites and encourage sympathetic land management practices around sites, with a long term aim for an extra 40 hectares of land being managed for conservation by 2006. (Partners: BAG, NWT, RuBOP, RBC, NFU, CLA)

c) 
Examine the options for creating at least one large area for wildlife within Rushcliffe of at least 10 hectares by end of 2007. (Partners: RNCSG)

8) Monitor the effectiveness of the Nature Conservation Strategy, by: 

a) 
Establishing a steering group, to be called Rushcliffe Nature Conservation Steering Group (RNCSG) to focus on delivering the strategy's objectives by 2003. (Partners: NWT, RA21, RBC)

b) 
Groups and organisations developing their activities to support the above objectives (Partners: ALL)

c) 
Producing an annual report on what has been achieved to progress nature conservation in Rushcliffe and the deficiencies that need to be addressed. (Partners: RNCSG, RA21)

d) 
Embed the relevant aims of the Nature Conservation Strategy in the Rushcliffe Community Strategy (Partners: RBC, NWT, RA21) 

e) 
Reviewing the strategy during 2010, or sooner if appropriate. (Partners: RA21, RNCSG)
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