Bingham to Melton Wildlife Corridor

The old Bingham to Melton railway line in common with most abandoned trackbeds is a useful piece of habitat and is a haunt for the rarish Grizzled Skipper butterfly. However as the years go parts have been ploughed out and many of the cuttings and embanked lengths are gradually scrubbing over. At the instigation of Bill Bacon (Chair of the Friends of Bingham Linear Park) a group is looking at a long term project to re-invigorate the wildlife value along the line of the track. This group includes NWT, Rushcliffe Borough Council, Melton Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council, as well as local bods like myself and Bill
Building on the Bingham Linear Park at one end and the Melton Country Park at the other we intended to develop a working strategy to get necessary management work carried out on remaining stretches of good habitat, use things like Countryside Stewardship Schemes to help restore the connections between remaining habitat , as well as to expand the width of the corridor and link up to nearby high value sites and reserves. In addition it maybe possible to promote wildlife gardening in towns and villages near the line.

The project is in it`s formative stages and expected to run for perhaps 5 to 10 years. At present we are looking to consolidate data about the corridor, identify key areas and a surprisingly difficult task – finding out who owns what and how they can be contacted !

Gordon Dyne (Chair Rushcliffe Nature Conservation Strategy Implementation Group)

