2008/09 NWT South Notts Local Group - Chair’s Report
Once again this year volunteers have been busy in Rushcliffe promoting wildlife, conservation and the Trust with headline events – 
· Ruddington Spring Fair (raised around £969),
· Bunny Wood and Wilwell Open Days 
· Go Wild in the Park. 
However equally important is our bread and butter commitment with 
· Winter talks programme (6 talks with an average of 31 people per night), 
· Year round Out and About programme (with 18 events and an average attendance of 12 people), 
· Nature Table display at five Summer Fetes attracting some 950+ people to it 
· Displays in 5 libraries. 
We also produce three editions of the Newsletter and regularly put out items to parish magazines and local news sheets on all manner of things relating to wildlife. In addition we have completely revamped the web site.
In terms of practical conservation volunteers contributed some 960 hours to the four reserve work parties at Claypits, Wilwell, Bunny Wood and Skylarks, not including wardening and surveying. In addition the Trust has carried out a major piece of work at Wilford Claypits to prevent the ponds from silting up and reducing the scrub cover a little. 
All this efforts represents a really great level of commitment by a disparate band who find themselves volunteering for all sort of things – my wife regularly asks “what have I been persuading people to do now”, although in the main people seem to be genuinely keen (I hope). But a big thanks anyway to all you unsung heroes.
One rather different task this year is funding the purchase of some £500 worth of Biological Recording equipment by local wildlife related groups, thanks to Severn Trent Water.

At a county level we continue to be actively involved – making a £1,000 donation to the Trusts and allowing £9,000 of landfill funding to be released, local members are trustees or sit on management committees and we had a major presence at this years Local Group Forum. 

On a wider stage the year has seen Friends of Sharphill Wood becoming well established and work continuing to bring The Hook, Lady Bay under active management. On the negative side housing at Sharphill Wood, Clifton Pastures and Eco Towns continue to be a very major issue, in addition developments along the A453 and A46 also have implications for wildlife. The Grantham Canal Partnership continue to look at the means to open part of the canal and Fairham Brook IDB have produced a biodiversity action plan – whether either of these proves to be good or bad for wildlife is a moot point.
Next year our plans are for more of the same with talks, walks, summer fetes etc, but we hope to particularly promote Wildlife Gardening in Rushcliffe. 
All in aid of bringing wildlife to your doorstep.

Gordon Dyne

Chair – NWT South Notts Local Group
Coming in the next few months
Sunday 3rd May – Bunny Wood Open Day for woodland spring flowers (10 till 4) with reserve staff in attendance and features of interest labeled. Car parking on the A60 on the left climbing out of Bunny village. 
Sun 10th May – Bunny Wood Dawn Chorus Walk. Meet 6am at Bunny Wood car park on A60 on left climbing out of Bunny. (Dennis Heffernan 0115 9231838)

Sun 17th May – Keyworth Meadow Open Day - 11 till 4. A chance to look at this secluded grassland in it`s spring finery. Wardens available for questions. Entrance track from Lings Lane on the Widmerpool Road going out of Keyworth (will be signed). 

Sat 23rd May – Ruddington Spring Fair - 10 till 12 at St Peters Rooms for plants, books and cakes.

Sun 7th June – Wilwell Farm Cutting Open Day from 10 till 4 for a wide range of wildflowers all labeled up. On B680 between Ruddington and Wilford. Parking signed. 
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