PRIVATELY OWNED

FISHPOND WOOD OWTHORPE
 Size the site is quite small covering approximately 4 hectares.
 Soil and Geology 

The underlying geology at Owthorpe consists of Lower Lias shaly clay and thin Limestone (clay and silt underlain by sand and gravel), the soil is deep and fertile caused by the build up of leaf humus: (Geological Survey of England and Wales 1996; Solid and Drift Geology Sheet No 126). 

Access

There is a single access point for both pedestrians and vehicles this is via the car park entrance off the Cotgrave to Colston Bassett Road. The main entrance to the site is gated and well maintained.

The entrance to the car park and to the rest of the reserve is on reasonably level ground and therefore facilitates access for all, the topography of the site is level with a range of formal and informal footpaths despite none being hard surfaced they are in good state of repair so allow disabled access to all areas of the reserve. Presently the site is underused as a recreational resource by the local community but the public do use the site for activities such as exercising dogs, walking etc.

 Surrounding Land use.

The majority of the site is bordered by agricultural land used both for arable and livestock farming. To the west is the village of Owthorpe.

Summary of Resource

Owthorpe Fishponds consists of a mixture of habitats including wetland, ponds and drains; a small woodland containing, orchard, mature hedgerow, grassland and occasional scrub. 

For the purpose of this management plan the site has been split into 4 compartments each containing a separate habitat type, three of the compartments cover the majority of the site with the fourth compartment incorporating the drainage ditch and the boundary hedgerow.

Taken from 2008 Management Plan prepared by NWT
Map from Natural England – www.natureonthemap.co.uk
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R = 	Recreation and children’s play area





1 = 	Compartment 1 





2 = 	Compartment 2 





3 = 	Compartment 3 





4 = 	Compartment 4  





NB:  All compartments incorporate the drainage ditch to mid point and the embankment on the compartment side of ditch








