BINGHAM LINEAR PARK

The Linear Park follows the course of a railway line, which starts at the Saxondale end of Nottingham Road and continues south east from there to the parish boundary and beyond to the bridge over the River Smite. The line was closed to traffic in September 1962.  At that time it was almost entirely a rich mosaic of grassland and flowers. In 1977 Bingham Town Council purchased the old line to the Parish boundary for £10.  

Since then the line has been developed as a recreational facility for the people of Bingham.  During the early 1980’s the original track base at the western end was resurfaced and covered with topsoil.  This area was grassed over in parts and there was also tree and shrub planting.  Further tree planting was carried out in the cutting during the 1990’s, in addition to the natural spread of scrub along the cutting.  

The Linear Park habitats now comprises secondary woodland, mature trees, scrub and grassland. The most extensive woodland occurs within the cutting, whilst the extensive grassland occurs along the embankment.  This is arguably the best site for calcareous grassland in the county, and supports an astonishing variety of species.

Recently Bingham Town Council decided to commission a professional report to provide a 5 year 

management plan and the Friends of Bingham Linear Park was formed to implement the plan in 2002. The Friends have a regular work party between October and March. In the summer months there are walks along the Park, which are open to everybody and led by someone who has a more specialist knowledge of the fauna and flora.  

In addition the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) have installed steps to help circumnavigate a dismantled bridge on the embankment and, on one day volunteers from four different counties, vital scrub clearance was achieved at the further reaches of the Park.

The Town Council have funded a series of scrapes on the cutting and embankment.  These scrapes are intended to simulate the trackside fires of old, which provided conditions for seeding and spread of annuals and biennials. The fires also limited the development of coarse grasses and transition to scrub. Within the first season, the success of these 

scrapes is apparent where at least two plants, not previously observed, have become established.  Fairy or Purging Flax, (Linum catharticum), is locally rare and is usually associated with chalk or limestone in the south, whilst Sheep Sorrel is the food plant of Small Copper butterfly, whose survival here has given cause for concern but which has been seen in better numbers than ever previously recorded.

Since the closure of the railway it is known that a number of invertebrates have been lost from the site and it is probable that some plant species have also gone.  However there has also been some welcome gains, and it now seems certain that the objectives of the Town Council are being achieved.

The Management Plan included information on what species were to be seen on The Park and these, along with information gleaned since the publication of The Plan, may be seen on the website of the Bingham Heritage Trails Association (BHTA) at www.binghamheritage.org.uk.

Bill Bacon (Chair – Friends of the BLW)

