RNCSIG SURVEY MONKEY AGM   2020/21

Total Responses - 30
Ratification of Steering Group 

In Favour = 27  

Against     = 0

Abstained = 3

Membership of Implementation Group

Nominated Organisation Representatives

Christopher Jackson (Notts Biodiversity Action Grp),

Clr Sue Mallender (Rushcliffe BC),
Ben Driver (Southern Conservation Officer, Notts Wildlife Trust),

Local Members

Gordon Dyne (Wilwell Cutting NR/South Notts Local Group (NWT),

Neil Hunter, (Bunny Wood NR/East Leake Park) 
Chris Terrell-Nield (Bunny Wood NR/ Lecturer Ecology),

Neil Pinder (Keyworth Meadow NR),
Mike Reid (Ecologist),

Graham Norbury

Chris Hughes (Rushcliffe Barn Owl Project, Notts Birders)

Tamsin Armour (Keyworth PC/ Lecturer Ecology),

Roger Hart (Green Line/Lecturer Ecology),

Tim Williams (Wilwell Cutting Nature Reserve)

Phil Taylor (Radcliffe on Trent Conservation Volunteers)

Caroline Kordecki (East Bridgford Wildlife Group)

Rosemary Dove (Rushcliffe Country Park)

Clr Abby Brennan (RBC)
Bill Logan (Sharphill Wood)


Plus Non Voting Advisor Paul Philips (Environmental Sustainability Officer RBC),

Expressed interest in joining Steering Group 
- two people expressed an interest and have been contacted. One confirmed that interest and has been invited to attend the next RNCSIG mtg.
Questions Arising

Chris Terrel-Neild - How will Net Biodiversity Gain be secured for a site and how will it be monitored ? 

Answer from Paul Philips - The Rushcliffe Local Plan Part 2: Land and Planning Policies (May 2018) contains three policies on Biodiversity Net Gain:

POLICY 37 TREES AND WOODLANDS part 3. Wherever tree planting would provide the most appropriate net-gains in biodiversity, the planting of additional locally native trees should be included in new developments. To ensure tree planting is resilient to climate change and diseases a wide range of species should be included on each site.

POLICY 38 NON-DESIGNATED BIODIVERSITY ASSETS AND THE WIDER

ECOLOGICAL NETWORK

Part 1. Where appropriate, all developments will be expected to preserve, restore and re-create priority habitats and the protection and recovery of priority species in order to achieve net gains in biodiversity

Part 4. Outside of the Biodiversity Opportunity Areas developments should,

where appropriate, seek to achieve net gains in biodiversity and improvements to the ecological network through the creation, protection and enhancement of habitats, and the incorporation of features that benefit biodiversity.

 

All planning application received by Rushcliffe Borough Council will be considered against these policies along with the rest of the Local Plan. The design, management and monitoring of Biodiversity Net Gain will be proposed by the developer, these plans will then be assessed against these policies and if agreed, be implemented by the developer under planning conditions included with any planning permission given by the Local Planning Authority (the council).

 

It is likely that the Biodiversity Net Gain policies will change following the passing of the Environment Bill (2019-21); this likely to receive Royal Assent later in 2021.

Margie Richards - Any chance that housing allocations may be changed in rural areas in favour of Nottingham City brownfield sites being vacated by shops ?   
Response from Gordon Dyne - It would not be surprising if at least some city property owners might be thinking along the lines of change of use or complete re development down the line, but it is likely to be a while before these sorts of projects come through and will have to go through the normal planning hoops. But whilst that might effect allocations in the next Local Plan, the existing allocations  are likely to go ahead, indeed most of the big ones in Rushcliffe are already firing up. Obviously with Broadmarsh there are preliminary discussions going on as to the sites future, but again it will be a while before any plans come to fruition. Much depends on what views the City Council take in terms of trying to maintain the city centre, attract new business's (not necessarily retail) or try to draw in new residents.
Response from Chris Jackson )Notts BAG) - With respect to housing allocations I think that it is very important that we remember above all that our priority is wildlife and developing locations that have the least negative impact on wildlife. A number of rural locations proposed for development may be within areas of intensive arable/agriculture and these are notoriously poor for supporting wildlife and as a result may be the best location to minimise impact on wildlife. whereas many of our local good wildlife sites are in fact post industrial and would be classed as brownfield sites.
Valerie Holt - When might the Opp mapping for WB take place. Would be invaluable for the production of the neighbourhood plan proposed by Central WB Comm Assoc.
Answer from Chris Jackson - The Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping wont take place until Autumn at the earliest. We will be running workshops for Newark and Sherwood and Mansfield first and then West Bridgford which will probably involve a more localised workshop with members of RNCSIG members and associates who may be interested in attending. Looking at the current workload it is probable that this wont take place until late winter/spring 2022.
Comments on future priorities

Increased tree planting

Increased habitat connectivity

Green corridors, hedgerows etc

Engage with parish councils

Public grass areas turned into wildflower areas
Preserve green spaces and green belt

Mowing regimes in parks

Ensure planning includes provision for nature and mitigates for climate change

Monitor impact of development & effectiveness of mitigation via indicator species

Influencing planning decisions

