South Notts Local Group (NWT)

Chairs Report 2019/20

Well it has proved to be an unexpected ending to what till a month ago was a pretty good year, but I hope it still finds people as fit and well as you could expect in today`s unprecedented circumstances. As part of our programme of promoting engagement with wildlife and nature conservation we have run our usual programme of wildlife walks and talks. In addition Bunny Wood & Wilwell ran their annual open days. SNG also takes it`s nature table along to a number of Rushcliffe summer fairs and overwinter we ran some promotional displays at the Keyworth, Cotgrave, Bingham, Radcliffe-on-Trent and West Bridgford libraries.
Over the year we undertook a number of fund raising activities 

Thanks to the usual suspects who grew, baked & knitted for last years Ruddington Spring Fair, as well as everyone who worked hard on the day. This along with the 2019 Pub Quiz enabled us to make a £1,300 donation to the NWT - split between £100 for Keeping IT Wild,  £700 for tools for the Southern Reserves Team and £500 towards the Attenborough Appeal.

Subsequently we attended the Ruddington Christmas Market selling homemade knitted animals. And also ran another very successful Poppy & Pint Pub Quiz. So a big thanks to everyone who helped organize these (in particular question setter Neil Glenn) and the Poppy & Pint, ASDA and Morrisons who sponsored the pub quiz.

The woollen animals knitted by a number of volunteers continues to be popular although at one point supply was exceeding opportunities to sell and we had to put a hold on production, as we were developing a woolly animal mountain (or at least a hill). But a combination of the Ruddington market, a major Trust event and some supplies going to another local group (in addition to patterns also going to other local groups), reduced stock holdings to a more sensible level. 

The Group acted as sponsor for a small funding bid on behalf of Skylarks Nature Reserve for tools and materials, securing £627 from the Rushcliffe Borough Council Nature Conservation Grant. In addition  we funded the fuel for brushcutting at Wilwell and Wilford Claypits.

The SNG committee is largely unchanged, but as ever we would still be interested in hearing from anyone who wishes to get involved. I would also like to thank John Rowley who, despite having moved to Devon several years ago, in effect sponsors our web site (www.southnottswildlife.org.uk) as well as acting as our IT Department !
Local volunteers continue to warden reserves and run work parties at Wilwell, Wilford Claypits, Skylarks and Bunny Wood. In addition the Trust`s Southern Reserves Team also undertakes more specialized management work, along with conservation grazing at Wilwell & Skylarks. 
The NWT Southern Conservation Team run the Badger TB Vaccination Project, respond to significant planning applications, provide support to various local "Friends of Groups, give landowner advice and are involved in the Cotgrave Forest Focal Area Project and the Rushcliffe Nature Conservation Strategy.
Looking Forward

With the current social distancing restrictions plans for the Ruddington Spring Fair and a Musical Evening have been abandoned, so have lost two significant fund raising events. We have also lost our programme of activities for at least April and May, and probably June as well. It is difficult to know how far ahead some form of public social distancing rules will last, so it is also possible we may not get to any Summer Fetes this year and of course it is unclear as to when the activities of Reserve Work Parties and the WATCH Group will recommence. We are hoping to be able to continue with some fund raising (Ruddington Market and Pub Quiz) later in the year.
Gordon Dyne - Chair South Notts Local Group (Notts Wildlife Trust)

Proposed 2020/21 South Notts Local Group Committee

The proposed committee remains unchanged apart from the addition of Alan Hurst

Gordon Dyne  (Chair)

Valerie Holt    (Treasurer)

Jackie Glenn    (Secretary)

Margie Richards

Neil Glenn

Judith Booth

Cath Lovatt

Martin Smith

Chris Overton

Alan Hurst

The constitution allows for a committee of us to 12 members, so we could recruit two additional members.
